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in Africa, though Moslems, had been unable to under-
take the Haj owing to poverty, but about 1875 a pioneer
party arranged to visit the Kaaba. It was found that
the quickest way of getting there was to travel via
England, whence ships occasionally left for Arabia.
Several dozen men, their wives and youngsters, arrived
at London by a Cape mail-steamer. The Malays wore
curious cone-shaped straw hats customary among their
community, and this unusual headgear attracted the
attention of the Queen while the pilgrims stood outside
Buckingham Palace admiring the grandeur of the
"Malekah's" dwelling. Her Majesty sent an equerry to
find out who the queer strangers might be, and when
she heard they were Colonial Malays going to Mecca
she straightway commanded that the party be shown to
her drawing-room.

Bewildered and frightened, the worthy fishermen and
carpenters stumbled down the corridors and into the
hall where sat the Little Old Lady who ruled half the
world. To the scandal of several Court officials the men
kept on their hats, but reprimanding gestures were cut
short by the Queen, who evidently knew the Moslem
custom. She asked the Malays about their plans. The
pilgrims, though they understood English perfectly well,
felt too flustered to reply. Her Majesty inquired: "What
do these people talk?" Nobody in her suite knew. She
tried German, Dutch, even French. The swarthy
strangers stayed tongue-tied.

Then she suddenly saw a baby head peering timidly
Tinder his father's cloak, " Bring it here/' the royal lady